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BY-LAW I:                         ELIGIBILITY OF INDIVIDUALS

NOTE: to represent a school in any activity in league, play-off or exhibition game or tournament, a student must meet all of the following eligibility requirements.  Schools that knowingly use an ineligible player will be subject to penalties imposed by the Board of reference- Sanctions.

1. A student must be certified eligible by the principal of the school.

2. the students must meet the following age requirements:

SENIOR – the individual’s birth certificate indicates that he/she has not reached his/her 19th birthday prior to the start of the school year in which the competition is held.

JUNIOR – the individual’s birth certificate indicates that he/she has not yet reached his/her 15th birthday by January 1st prior to the start of the school year in which the competition is held.

MIDGET- the individual’s birth certificate indicates that he/she has not yet reached his/her 14th birthday by January 1st prior to the start of the school year in which the competition is held.  Students may compete in this category for one year only.

3. A student must be in grades 9 to 12.

4. Students who have fewer than twenty-two (22) credits must be taking courses, which define them as a full time student under the Ministry of Education definition.  Namely, a student in a traditional school must be registered in a minimum of six (6) full day school credit courses; in a semester in which he/she participates.  Students who have achieved twenty-two (22) credits must be taking four (4) non-semestered full day school credit courses over the school year or two (2) full day school credit courses per semester.

5. If a student is taking classes at two or more schools under the jurisdiction of one or more Boards, he/ she must compete for the school in the board holding the registration and OSR.

6. A student must be in attendance at least 75% of the regular school days intervening between the date of registration and the date of the contest, except where a school is legally closed and except where there is a disabling illness.

a. A student must be enrolled as a day student o or before September 30th of the current school year or been enrolled at least twenty (20) school days prior to the competition concerned.

b. A student who withdraws from school and re-enrolls in the same school year is subject to the same restrictions as outlined in 7a). The twenty-day waiting period does not apply to a student who returns from an exchange program.

7. a. A student must continue to participate in a higher classification in an activity if he/she elects to play in two league games or two league matches (2 games round- robin, 2 of 3, 3 of 5) in an age group above which he/she normally could play in the current season.  If a player is dressed for a league game or match and appears in the roster, he/she will be considered to have played. Exception: A player who participates in one Junior soccer game may only participate in one regular season Senior soccer game.
b. Tie-breaking games or matches are considered play-off games.

c. The secretary- Treasurer and the Convenor must be informed, in writing (fax) within twenty-four hours of a player being moved up in classification.

8. A student must have played in at least one regular season league game or match to be eligible for play-off competition in that activity.

9. A student may compete in only one classification (midget, junior or senior) in any playoff or championship meet or series in the same season in any activity (Exception: open events and relays in track and field).

10. When two (2) classifications of an activity are offered in different seasons, a student may play at only one level in a school year. This would not apply in a situation where the student played in only one game.

11. A student is eligible for five (5) consecutive years from date of entry into grade 9. 

12. A student must be eligible under the O.F.S.A.A. Transfer Rule.

13.  A student who registers and either; (i) attends one full term or semester or (ii) practices or plays with an intercollegiate team at a post secondary institution, and then returns to any high school is ineligible for the remainder of his/her high school career.

14. Students attending Alexander Mackenzie may select another member school to participate on its teams. They must adhere to the provisions set out in the Lambton Kent District School Board’s boundary policies when they select another public secondary school.  Other schools that are members of L.K.S.S.A.A. but not in the Lambton Kent District School Board are also viable options. Applications must be made through the board of reference- Eligibility and transfers. These students are ineligible for S.W.O.S.S.A.A. and O.F.S.A.A. competition.

15. Any student who participates in an organized practice or game at which he/she receives remuneration shall be ineligible for high school competition in that activity for one year from the date of such participation.

16. Any contest in which an ineligible student participates shall be forfeited. The penalty shall be applied, subject to appeal to the Board of Reference- Transfers and Protests even though formal protest has not been made.
17. Regardless of age classification or gender, a student may only compete on one L.K.S.S.A.A. team in the same sport during the same school year. (Exception: By-Law 1 - #9) Example: eligible to play Girls Basketball or Boys Basketball, not both.

18. All schools participating in LKSSAA sanctioned activities must submit their eligibility to the LKSSAA Secretary – Treasurer a minimum of 24 hours prior to the start of league play.   Any changes to eligibility must also be submitted 24 hours prior to the next league activity.
19.  A team must participate in a LKSSAA league to qualify for LKSSAA classification Playoffs in A, AA, or AAA classifications and to represent LKSSAA at SWOSSAA.  

20.    If due to extenuating circumstances, a league is not available or teams fold in the midst of a season, the remaining teams will still have a chance to compete at SWOSSAA as the LKSSAA representative.  A team that forfeits league play will not be able to be considered as a LKSSAA representative.

BY-LAW II: CERTIFICATION

1. The Principal of the school must certify a player eligible. Such certification shall be in the form of an eligibility list signed by the Principal prior to actual league competition or championship tournament. Copies of the school’s eligibility list shall be sent to the Secretary- Treasurer and be kept on file for two school years for future reference.
2. All such eligibility lists shall be in the hands of the Secretary-Treasurer twenty-four hours prior to the start of league competition or championship meets or tournaments.
3. The Secretary-Treasurer shall record schools meeting the deadline. The Secretary-Treasurer will notify the Principal(s) of school(s) who has not yet met the deadline and request immediate submission of the form.
4. Coaches may submit an unlimited number of competitors on the eligibility list prior to the deadline. However any additions to the eligibility list after the deadline must be submitted according to the regulations above.
BY-LAW III: ACTIVITIES 

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES

	SPORT
	BOYS
	GIRLS
	CO-ED

	Badminton
	
	
	X

	Baseball
	X
	
	

	Cross-Country
	
	
	X

	Curling
	X
	X
	

	Football
	X
	
	

	Golf
	
	
	X

	Hockey
	X
	X
	

	Rugby
	X
	X
	

	Soccer
	X
	X
	

	Swimming
	
	
	X

	Tennis
	
	
	X

	Track And Field
	
	
	X

	Volleyball
	X
	X
	

	Wrestling
	
	
	X


CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES
	Activity (Division)
	Season

	Coed Badminton
	Spring

	Boys Baseball
	Spring

	Boys Basketball (Junior, Senior)
	Winter

	Girls Basketball (Junior, Senior)
	Fall

	Coed Cross-Country (Mid, Jr., Sr.)
	Fall

	Boys Curling
	Winter

	Girls Curling
	Winter

	Boys Football (Junior, Senior)
	Senior – Fall, Junior (North) – Fall, Junior (South) - Spring

	Coed Golf
	Fall

	Boys Hockey
	Winter

	Girls Hockey
	Winter

	Girls Rugby (Junior, Senior)
	Spring

	Boys Rugby (Junior, Senior)
	Spring

	Boys Soccer (Junior, Senior)
	Junior – Fall, Senior - Spring

	Girls Soccer (Junior, Senior)
	Junior – Fall, Senior - Spring

	Coed Swimming
	Winter

	Coed Tennis
	Fall

	Coed Track and Field (Mid, Jr., Sr.)
	Spring

	Boys Volleyball (Junior, Senior)
	Fall

	Girls Volleyball (Junior, Senior)
	Winter

	Coed Wrestling
	Winter


NOTE 1: Co-ed means the boys and girls championships are held on the same date and same location.

NOTE 2: A minimum of three (3) schools must participate in an activity (includes the division) to be sanctioned by the Association. 
NOTE 3: Start times for basketball will be 5:00 and 6:30 respectively for junior and senior.  Teams may mutually agree to change times and must notify convenor, officials and LKSSAA Coordinator

NOTE 4: Start times for volleyball will be 4:00 for junior and senior.  Teams may mutually agree to change times and must notify convenor, officials and LKSSAA Coordinator

NOTE 3: Start times for all other sports will be set by league convenor.  Teams may mutually agree to change times and must notify convenor, officials and LKSSAA Coordinator

BY-LAW IV: DECLARATION DATES

Member schools MUST declare their intention to enter leagues according to the following:
Fall Season:


Friday of the first week of school
Exception: Football must declare by May 21st  of the previous school year, or the Monday following if the 21st  falls on a weekend.
Winter Season:
November 15th or the Monday following if the 15th falls on a weekend.
Exception: Hockey must declare by November 1st or the Monday following if the 1st falls on a weekend. 
Spring Season:

The first Friday following the March Break.
Once the league declaration is made, schools MUST remain in the league for the entire season.  A school that fails to field a team for the season, or drops out of the league after the season starts will be fined $100.00. 

BY-LAW V: INTRODUCTION OF NEW ACTIVITIES

1. Sports or sport divisions not listed in By-Law III are not sanctioned by the Association. The Principals of the schools involved must approve any exhibition competition between/among schools.
2. a) Application for the sponsorship of a new activity must be made to the Secretary-Treasurer.
b) The application must include the following information:

     i) A rationale to justify the introduction of a new activity

    ii) A set of recommended playing regulations for the activity.

    iii) A statement regarding availability of facilities

    iv) A statement regarding availability of officials

    v) A statement regarding the costs to member schools

   vii) A written statement from the Principal’s Association confirming their        approval

c) Upon receiving approval from the Principal’s association, the new activity will operate on a probationary basis for a minimum of two (2) consecutive years. No awards will be given during the probationary period.

d) The new activity becomes a sponsored activity once:

i) The probationary period ends.

ii) The Principal’s Association confirms their approval.

iii) The Association confirms their approval through notice of Motion, through the appropriate convener, at the Annual Meeting.

e) Approval requires a two-thirds majority of the schools present and voting.

BY-LAW VI: AWARDS

1. Awards shall be presented at the conclusion of league, meet or tournament play.

2. Awards will be the same for all sports.  No awards will be granted for regional play.

3. The number of awards provided is set out in the playing Regulations for each activity.

4. Extra Awards can be ordered for teams with more than the minimum.

5. All extra awards need to be returned to LKSSAA Coordinator prior to end of June each year..
6. It is the responsibility of the team winning the championship to engrave the Annual Plaque and return to convenor a minimum of two weeks prior to playoffs.

BY-LAW VII: UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT- PLAYERS

NOTE: For any of the following sections, if the activity is volleyball, replace game with match.

1. Any player ejected from a league or play-off game by an official will result in a minimum one game suspension from the next league, play-off S.W.O.S.S.A.A. or O.F.S.A.A. game. The Board of Reference-Sanction may impose further penalties. 

2. Subsequent player ejection from a league or play-off game, by an official, in the same activity will result in a minimum two game suspension for the next league, play-off S.W.O.S.S.A.A. or O.F.S.A.A. games. Further penalties may be imposed by the Board or Reference- Sanctions.

3. Any incidents involving a player deliberately taking action, which could or does injure an official, shall be reported in writing by the official-in-charge within seventy-two (72) hours to the Secretary-Treasurer who will inform the convener and the Principal(s) of the involved school(s). The board of Reference- Sanctions will be called for a ruling.

4. Unsportsmanlike conduct after a game (example- abusive language directed towards an official, coach or fellow player) shall be reported in writing by the official- in-charge within seventy-two (72) hours to (see#3). The Board of Reference- Sanctions will be called for a ruling. The minimum penalty for such an incident will be a one game suspension from the next league, play-off S.W.O.S.S.A.A. or O.F.S.A.A. game.
5. A student/athlete may not be present at the site where the games are played until the suspension is completed.
6. If the next game(s) of a suspended students teams are cancelled (due to weather or forfeiture) the student is NOT considered to have served his/her suspension.

7. If any of the above occurs during a player’s final game of the season, the Board of Reference-Sanctions may apply penalties to the contestant’s next athletic activity or to the next year’s competition.

8. The Board of Reference- Sanctions shall have exclusive jurisdiction in these matters and there shall be no appeal. 
BY-LAW VIII: COACHES

1. The “Coach” is one who controls and directs the players and/or team within his/her charge.
2. The Principal shall approve all coaches. 
3. The coach shall be:

a) A teacher from the school concerned; or

b) An employee of relevant District School board; or 

c) A volunteer approved in accordance with applicable school, Board, S.W.O.S.S.A.A and O.F.S.A.A. policies, regulations and procedures.
4.   In the event of a school not being able to secure a coach as defined in 3(a) or        the volunteer described in 3(c) is an outside coach.

5.   An outside coach is used; the principal concerned shall notify the Secretary-Treasurer and his/her area Superintendent, in writing, prior to the beginning of competition (league or exhibition) of that activity.

6.   In the event of a student coaching a team, a teacher or administrator from the same school must accompany the team to the athletic event and be in the activity area both at away and home events.

7.   Any school using a non- teacher, as a coach must have a teacher or administrator accompanying the team at all times to S.W.O.S.S.A.A or O.F.S.A.A. competition in compliance with the policies and regulations of those organizations.

8.   Any person concerned with a coach’s behavior shall notify the Principal of the school in writing.

9.   A coach ejected from any L.K.S.S.A.A. sanctioned activity (i.e. league, exhibition, tournament) shall be automatically suspended for a minimum of the next two league games/matches in that activity. A coach may not be present at the site (ex. Gymnasium, stadium, arena, pool) where the games are played. An official can eject a coach for such violations after the conclusion of the game or contest up until the time that the referee returns to his/her place or residence. Within 24 hours, the official must forward a full written report of the incident and the reason for the ejection to the Secretary-Treasurer of L.K.S.S.A.A.
10.   The board of reference-Sanctions shall have exclusive jurisdiction with respect to any and all penalties to be assessed in regard to the behavior of a coach and there shall be no appeal.

BY-LAW IX: OFFICIALS

LKSSAA EXPECTS THE OFFICAL TO
· Maintain a professional relationship toward the event, the players, the coaches, and spectators.
· Be thorough in his/her preparation.
· Be on time for duty and appear in appropriate uniform.
· Be rested and alert. 
 
LKSSAA RULES EXPECT THE OFFICIAL TO
· Adhere to right decisions despite disapproval of spectators, coaches, and players.
· Control his/her temper at all times in dealing with players, coaches and crowds.
· Respect and aid companion officials in making decisions.
· Make interpretations and announcements clear to both teams. 
 
SPORTSMANSHIP DEMANDS THAT OFFICIALS
· Maintain a pleasant, impartial attitude toward all players and coaches.
· Know and enforce LKSSAA rules and regulations.
· Carry out their duties so as not to distract from the players or the game.
· Discourage any acts of poor sportsmanship.
LKSSAA DISCIPLINE OF OFFICIALS

· Home team will report all incidents with an individual official to LKSSAA Secretary who will take appropriate actions with Official’s Association to resolve issue

BY-LAW X: GAME COMMITMENT

1. All scheduled games and all playoff dates shall be adhered to. Violation of this, with the exception of By-Law X #2, will result in the Board of reference-Sanctions. This policy will be applied to a team that drops out of a sport after the start of the season play. 

2. Coaches in consultation with principals may by mutual consent change game dates and/or game times. The school that initiated the change is responsible for notifying the convener and officials.

3. Convenor and LKSSAA Coordinator must approve game changes after schools mutually agree to change date.

4. If a team drops out of a sport, all games against that team will be nullified.

5. If two teams decide not to play a game and do not reschedule the game, a loss will be recorded for both teams.

6. If a team forfeits a game, not withstanding any penalties imposed by the Board of Reference-Sanctions, the forfeiting team will be responsible for the cost incurred in running the game including but not limited to officials cost, ice rental, transportation and field lining.

7. If two or more teams are tied in standings at end of regular season, the team/teams who forfeited a game/games will automatically be the lower finishing team for playoff purposes.

8. In the event that Board sponsored transportation is cancelled as a result of inclement weather, scheduled L.K.S.S.A.A. activities shall not proceed. If a bus cancellation has occurred in the morning only (e.g. fog), the two schools involved in the activity may mutually agree to continue with the L.K.S.S.A.A. activity.

BY-LAW XI: GENDER EQUITY POLICY

Gender equity in school sport is the belief and practice, which ensures fair access for female student-athletes, coaches, officials and administrators to participate, compete and lead.

Equity does not necessarily mean that all persons must be treated exactly the same. People may need to be treated differently in order to be treated fairly.

1.  VISION

Women and girls will enjoy a full and equitable range of opportunities for participation, officiating, competition and leadership in school sport activities.

2.  GOAL

Through the implementation of this policy, it is our intent to raise awareness, educate, and change attitudes and behaviors, which increase and improve the opportunities for girls and women in school sport.

3.  POLICY STATEMENTS

a.) L.K.S.S.A. is committed to gender equity.

b.) L.K.S.S.A. is committed to educating and providing support to its members through the development and distribution of a gender equity policy.

c.) L.K.S.S.A. believes that the elimination of barriers to participate will contribute to the achievement of gender equity.

d.) L.K.S.S.A. believes that gender equity should serve as a guiding principle for all decisions and operations of the L.K.S.S.A.A. and is a key consideration when developing, updating or delivering programs and policies.

4.  PROCEDURES

a. Championship Opportunities  

Statement: LKSSAA will strive to provide equitable championship opportunities for male and female student-athletes.

Actions: Gender equity will act as a guideline for determining the composition of the Championship Calendar.

LKSSAA will strive to recognize and promote girls and boys Championships in an equitable manner.

b. Student-Athlete Participation 

Statement: LKSSAA will continue to provide equitable opportunities for students in co-curricular activities.

Actions: If a sport activity is not available for a female on a girls’ team, she is eligible to participate on a boys’ team following a successful try-out.

BY-LAW XI: GENDER EQUITY POLICY – cont’d

Where a sport activity is available for a female on a girls’ team, she is eligible to participate on a boys’ team if she demonstrates comparable skill and ability during a successful try-out.

If a sport activity does not exist for a boy, he is not eligible to participate on the girls’ team.

BY-LAW XII:  JANUARY EXAMS
All league schedules shall be suspended a minimum of FOUR (4) school days before exams begin and resume second semester.

BY-LAW XIII: AMENDMENTS

1. In order to amend any by-law, except By-law III the following procedure will be used:

a.) A notice of motion will be sent to the Secretary-treasurer of L.K.S.S.A.A.
b.) Notices of motion to amend the By-Laws must be in the hands of the Secretary-Treasurer at least two (2) weeks prior to the meeting at which the By-law is to be amended.

c.) The amendment must be approved by two-thirds majority of the schools present and voting.

2.  By-Law III (activities) may be amended as per By-Law IV.
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